
As He Is  

Read Eph. 4:20-24 … 

It has been a wonderful study looking at the attributes of God. To 

contemplate the wonders of God’s nature by observing what He has 

revealed to humanity in the Scriptures humbles the spirit. His mercy 

and grace are expressed in the advent of the Messiah into the history 

of salvation. His awesome holiness and purity show a picture of One 

that exists in a state of perpetual unapproachable sinlessness. Even 

seeing those attributes that have a more ominous overtone – wrath, 

jealousy, and “a consuming fire” – describe a relationship with 

humanity that must be respected. To finish this little study let’s call to 

remembrance a couple of points which shouldn’t be forgotten. 

First, in the reading noted above Paul is reminding the Ephesians that 

they have been changed. No longer are they to let themselves be 

subjected to the “old man” and the corruptions of that lifestyle. In 

similar language the Ephesians are reminded of the same truth as the 

Romans – to be renewed in the inner man (Eph. 4:23; Rom. 12:1). 

Paul then reminds the Ephesians that the new man they are to put on 

was “created according to God, in true righteousness and holiness” 

(4:24). The remainder of Ephesians 4 speaks directly to the Christian 

ethic, or how Christians are to interact with their brethren; and not 

only that, but those same instructions can be applied to how a 

Christian would interact with anybody! 

But what is the reason Christians interact with other Christians, or 

anybody really, on a different level? Paul is kind enough to let us 

know, “Therefore be imitators of God as dear children” (Eph. 5:1). In 

other words, Christians have a reason to be ethical and moral people 

not because it is the right thing to do from a societal perspective, but 

because we are to be imitators of our Father in heaven.  Paul 

introduces another section of ethical moral teaching in Thessalonians 

with what might be considered an overriding principle for the 

Christian, “This is the will of God” (1 Thess. 4:3). Because God 

revealed Himself to us thru the Scriptures, we are now able to see 

what attributes we should model in our lives. 

Second, we cannot – must not – subject the attributes of God to our 

understanding of how those attributes should be expressed. This has 

to be a fundamental principle when dealing with how we understand 

God. One of the last articles written spoke to the fact that God has 

certainly revealed Himself to mankind so that He might be 

understood; yet, even as humanity ponders and mimics the attributes 

that have been revealed, there is still the truth that humanity is 

completely unable to fathom the depth of the nature of God.  

If an individual superimposes upon God their concept of how an 

attribute is to be expressed, that individual has placed themselves 

above the level of God. When love is only defined by what we 

understand love to be, and then we make God conform to that type 

of love, we have limited God. When we determine that judgment by a 

loving God could only result in (what we think are) favorable results, 

regardless of the actions determined by the Scriptures to be under 

condemnation, we regulate what God is and is not allowed to do. For 

God to be God in the lives of human beings, human beings must allow 

God to have sovereign decision in all doctrinal and ethical beliefs.  

All of mankind must turn what they are and what they believe over to 

God and His authority. As the Lord, God has the right to make 

decisions we might not agree with – nor even understand. Let the 

Lord be the Lord, and may we strive to be like Him.   

 

 



Authority of Jesus 

Jesus claimed authority over the _______________ of the day. 

** Jesus’ authority over the ______________ _________. 

Exodus 20:8 – “Remember the ______________ _______, to keep it 

_____________.” 

Mark 2:28 – “Therefore the ___________ ____ ________ is also Lord 

of the Sabbath 

** Jesus’ authority over the _____________. 

It wasn’t Jesus’ intention to _______________ the Law, but to 

________________ it. 

Jesus is greater than _______________ as a Son is greater than a 

________________. 

** Jesus’ authority over the _______________. 

Jesus had authority over the ________________ location. 

Jesus had authority over the primary ______________ of the 

Priesthood. 

“But now He has obtained a more excellent 

______________, inasmuch as He is also Mediator of a 

better _______________, which was established on better 

_______________” (Heb. 8:6). 


